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01 The Problem



There has been a realisation.. .

Students are unaware of Poi Ching’s rich 

history and culture

Resources around the school (gallery walk/ 

statues, signboards) are under-utilized

Students are disengaged when content is 

taught with traditional methods



What could be done?



02 The Solution
The Centennial Seeker



The Centennial Seeker aims to cover content

about Poi Ching’s history and culture, which is a big

part of school identity. This activity creates an

opportunity for self-directed exploratory learning.

This learning experience ensures suitability and

diversity drawing from varied game elements.

Within the overarching Treasure Hunt, puzzle

solving, mystery and storytelling are included.

Students play the role of collaborative detectives

episodically trying to save the Poi Ching tree

through completing weekly and monthly game

tasks.



Game Outcomes

Recognition and Ownership

Giant Poi Ching Tree with 

photos of winners on Chinese 

noticeboard, updated weekly.

Active Exploratory Learning

Treasure hunting with hints 

about school’s history/ culture. 

Items are hidden around 

statues/gallery walk/ 

signboards. 

Inclusivity and Engagement

Monthly mini games which 

included Chinese poetry that 

were printed on walls around 

school. (differentiated by 

levels for lower primary 

students)

Collaboration

Giant Puzzle on Chinese 

noticeboard that is solved 

progressively with every 

week’s progress.

Micro Macro



• Self motivated 
learning

• Independent learning

Read hints

• Learning through 
exploration

• Social Constructivism 

Search
• Problem solving skills 

engaged

• Cognitive 
Constructivism 

Completion

• Information processing 
theory

• Revision for content 
covered

Bonus game

Read hints Search Completion

Game Elements



Traditional teaching 

methods

The Centennial Seeker

Teaching content: School’s history and culture

School attempts to use 

assembly programmes or a 

series of lecture-styled 

lesson to educate students 

on such content.

Effectiveness is limited as 

students are disengaged.

Content repackaged in a 

form of a detective game.

Students would be engaged 

by the mystery element.



Traditional teaching methods The Centennial Seeker

Learning objective: A deeper sense of belonging to the 

school through understanding of the school’s history and 

culture.

Passive learning

Content is taught hence not 

as effective to deepen an 

internal sense of belonging.

Active learning

Content is self-constructed. 

Students to deepen their 

internal sense of belonging 

through interaction and active 

independent exploration of 

information.



Traditional teaching methods The Centennial Seeker

Lesson enactment catered to primary school students

Learning methods:

Little to no risk-taking during the 

execution of the teaching plan as 

students are familiar to such teacher-

directed learning.

Effectiveness and completion of lesson 

package:

Though effectiveness not guaranteed, 

teacher-directed teaching meant a 

definite control on pace and 

completion.

Learning methods:

Higher risk-taking as self-directed 

learning meant the need for students’ 

self-regulation and self-management, 

which can be challenging for lower 

primary students.

Effectiveness and completion of lesson 

package:

Completion of lesson package is not 

guaranteed as it is highly dependent on 

students’ self-directed participation.



03 The Details
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The Process
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Students actively participating…
Disclaimer: Activities were held in 2019 before SMM were in place.



Mission Completed!



In 2020, when Covid hit, 

students were still asking 

about the game… 



In light of Safety 

Distancing Measures…



The Game has 

been brought 

online!


